YOUR NEW KITTEN
Congratulations on your new family member!  Please take the time to read all the information in this handout to allow you to take the best care of your new kitten.

VACCINATIONS:

Kittens usually start vaccines (shots) between 6-8 weeks of age.  They need booster shots every 3-4 weeks until they are 16 weeks (4 months) of age.  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SCHEDULE THESE BOOSTER SHOTS.  WITHOUT BOOSTER VACCINES YOUR KITEEN WILL NOT BE FULLY VACCINATED AND AT RISK OF CONTRACTING THE DISEASES WE ARE TRYING TO PREVENT.

FVRCP (distemper shot). This is considered a CORE vaccine for all kittens.

Rabies:  This is not only a CORE vaccines but required BY LAW.  It is administered only by a licensed veterinarian.  Your kitten should be 16 weeks of age at the time of rabies vaccination.

FeLV (Feline Leukemia vaccine). This is a blood borne disease transmitted by the mother to kittens or from cat-to-cat.  If your cat is to spend time outside this is considered a CORE vaccine.

DEWORMING:

People frequently ask why we check kitten’s poop (fecal exam) so often!  We are checking of internal parasites (worms).  Even if you kitten had a negative fecal exam on previous visits doesn’t mean he doesn’t have worms.  Kittens put everything and anything in their mouths and therefore are likely to get parasites.  Because some of these worms can be transmitted to people (especially children) and cause some significant health problems it is important that your kitten have multiple fecal exams and proper deworming.  

There are times when even if a kitten has a negative fecal we will deworm them anyway.  This can happen if the kitten has had diarrhea/ soft stool or has the appearance of being “wormy”.

HEARTWORM PREVENTION:

Heartworm disease is a deadly disease transmitted my mosquitoes.  ALL kittens (regardless of whether they are primarily indoor or not) should be on prevention ALL YEAR LONG in the Southern states.  These preventatives are given as monthly flavored tablets and include brands such as Interceptor, Triheart, Heartguard, and Revolution.  Heartworm prevention should be started no later than 4-6 months of age.

FLEA AND TICK PREVENTION:

There are many flea and tick preventatives on the market including Frontline Plus, Promeris, Advantix, Preventic collar (only for tick prevention), and Revolution (limited flea prevention).  These are all monthly topical applications and should be given ALL YEAR LONG in the Southern states.  These products can be started as young as 8 weeks of age.

SPAYING/ NEUTERING:

We cannot recommend spaying/ neutering your pet strongly enough.  The ideal age to “fix” your pet is between 4-6 months of age.  There are many reasons to “fix” your pet:

1) Cancer prevention.  Spaying your female cat will prevent ovarian, uterine and mammary (breast) cancer if performed early (before their first heat cycle).  Every time your female cat has a “heat cycle” her chances of developing breast cancer can increase 10-fold.  Neutering your male cat will prevent testicular cancer and greatly reduce his chances of developing prostate cancer.

2) Behavior:  Lets face it, your new kitten is to be a family member and you want him to behave that way!  Neutering your male kitten can prevent unwanted behavior issues such as marking, roaming, and aggression.  I don’t care what kind of fence you have built if a male kitten can smell a female in heat he will find a way out of that fence!  And your male cat can smell a female in heat for up to 3 miles!  Now that is a cat’s nose!

3) Pet population control:  These are the facts…Roughly 64% of the total number of animals that enter shelters are euthanized (killed) leading to approximately 9.6 MILLION ANIMALS IN ONE YEAR.  Before you consider breeding your dog please visit a local shelter and see all the dogs that are already here that need homes!  Make an educated decision, not an emotional one.
