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Mange and Your Puppy
What is Mange?

Mange is an infestation of mites that can lead to skin problems such as hair loss, rashes, itching, and severe skin infections.

Can I get Mange?
There are two types of Mange, Demodectic Mange (demodex) and Sarcoptic Mange (scabies).  Only Scabies is contagious to people and other animals.  Demodex is not contagious to people or any other animals including dogs.  Thankfully Scabies is rare with almost all mange cases being Demodex.

How is Mange diagnosed?

If mange is suspected then a procedure called a skin scrape is performed to remove some dermal cells that are examined under the microscope.

How did my dog get Mange?

Scabies is transmitted to your pet (and you) via direct contact with an infested animal.  Demodex on the other hand is regarded as a genetic disease that is passed via the mother to her pups.  Because of this any dog that is diagnosed with Demodex should not be used for breeding and spayed/ neutered as soon as they are healthy enough.
How is Mange treated?

Scabies is easily treated with Ivermectin.  Demodex on the other hand can be much more difficult to treat depending on the severity of the case.  The following are possible options:
1) Mitaban dips.  The pet is first shaved and then bathed/ dipped in Mitaban weekly until the mange resolves.

2) Ivermectin orally.  This is a liquid administered daily and although widely recognized as a treatment is not an FDA approved therapy for demodex.

3) Promeris topically.  This is a monthly flea & tick preventative that also aids in the treatment of Demodex.  It is applied every 3 weeks until the mange resolves.
Things that are NOT treatments for mange are motor oil, Vaseline, kerosene, or Borax.

How long will my dog have Mange?

Scabies infestations resolve quickly, usually within 2-4 weeks.  Demodex on the other hand can take months to resolve or in severe cases becomes a life long chronic disease.  
